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GATEWAY WA PROJECT — TRAFFIC NOISE 
Grievance 

MRS G.J. GODFREY (Belmont) [9.29 am]: My grievance this morning is to the Minister for Transport. 
Gateway WA was designed to cater for an expected doubling by 2030 of both passenger air travel and freight 
and container transport in the Kewdale area. The project also helped by addressing some of the state’s most 
accident-prone intersections. The Gateway WA project began in 2013 and was funded with $676 million in 
federal government funds and $310 million from the state government. The Gateway WA project is to date the 
largest road project undertaken by Main Roads and I was pleased to attend the official opening in April this year 
along with the Prime Minister, Hon Malcom Turnbull, MP; the federal Minister for Infrastructure and Transport, 
Hon Darren Chester, MP; the state Minister for Transport, Hon Dean Nalder, MLA; and the federal member for 
Swan, Steve Irons, MP. 
The Gateway project has produced some impressive statistics—165 lane kilometres of road constructed, 
460 000 tonnes of asphalt laid, 21 kilometres of principal shared path built for cyclists and pedestrians, the 
planting of over one million plants, approximately 1 000 people working on the project at its peak, 11 bridges 
built, four new interchanges constructed, seven intersection upgrades, the widening of Tonkin Highway to six 
lanes between Great Eastern Highway and Roe Highway, and the upgrade of Leach Highway to an expressway 
standard from Orrong Road to Perth Airport. The project services 172 000 vehicle movements a day. 
Although Gateway WA will provide many ongoing benefits, it is the local community in Belmont that has faced 
the greatest burdens during the construction phase of the project, and by that I refer to the noise, dust and road 
configuration changes. Whenever locals had concerns with those issues, Gateway WA handled inquiries and 
although I am still working with some constituents on their particular concerns, overwhelmingly, the project’s 
liaison group worked well with the local community. 
The greatest ongoing impact Gateway WA will have on the area is the increase in traffic noise, which will only 
increase over time. To mitigate this, approximately seven kilometres of noise walls were built and, to its credit, 
Gateway WA has used those walls to breathe life into the project with well thought out art and colour along the 
walls. The location of the walls was decided on projected sound levels affecting residents above a noise 
threshold. For example, when a residential tenancy was affected by traffic noise above a certain level, sound 
walls were installed. This approach has left gaps in the noise wall, which are unsightly and unfortunately give 
the appearance of a project that is only half done. Beyond this, residents are now faced with increased traffic 
noise and it is on their behalf that I raise this grievance. On 16 March this year, I tabled a petition in this chamber 
asking for the gaps in the sound wall to be filled. The essence of that petition, and the sentiment of many locals, 
is summed up in a sentence from that petition, which I now quote — 

It is frustrating to see how a project as large as GatewayWA can improve our City so much and yet 
leave some areas worse off, all for the sake of small stretches of soundwall. 

That sentiment has not changed and on behalf of the people of Belmont, I call on the Minister for Transport to 
address this issue and close the gaps along Tonkin Highway. 

MR D.C. NALDER (Alfred Cove — Minister for Transport) [9.33 am]: I thank the member for Belmont for 
her grievance, and for her considerable efforts in representing the residents of the Belmont electorate on a range 
of issues. As the member would appreciate, numerous approaches are received by my office and Main Roads for 
the provision of noise amelioration measures from residents living adjacent to or near major roads. Although 
noise walls are incorporated in the construction of new roads where deemed appropriate, there is no funded 
retrofitting program across the existing state road network or dedicated program for monitoring noise levels. 
Main Roads has been developing a long-term strategy that will target treatment priority of major freight routes 
where the noise from heavy vehicles can have significant impact day and night on adjacent residents. However, 
due to more pressing road funding issues around the state, this strategy will not assist the immediate problems 
being encountered by the member’s constituents. 

With regard to the member for Belmont’s particular grievance, I appreciate that the Belmont area, particularly 
locations adjacent to the Gateway WA project, have seen a lot of change over the past few years. Significant 
effort has gone into the planning of Gateway WA, including the design for the installation of noise and amenity 
walls in the vicinity of residential development. I am sure that the member would agree that the delivery of this 
significant project has been done extremely well and the end product is outstanding. However, I acknowledge 
the issues the member has raised with me on behalf of her constituents regarding specific locations where walls 
were not deemed as required by the project team at the time of the original project design. I understand from the 
member’s representations on this matter, both in Parliament and in her correspondence, that the two areas of 
greatest concern are located along Tonkin Highway in the vicinity of Towie Street and at Ascot Park, where 
a future residential development is planned. 
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In response to the member’s request and in recognition of her continued representation on this matter on behalf 
of her constituents, together with the unique and extensive scope of the Gateway WA project, I have asked 
Main Roads to provide detailed cost estimates to install appropriate walls at these locations. I expect to have this 
information within the coming weeks. In any event, I can confirm that I have approved funding for the works to 
proceed at the earliest possible time. As soon as Main Roads has completed the required procurement process 
and works time frame, I will advise the member of the details. I thank the member for continuing to represent her 
constituents so vigorously in raising this important matter with me. 
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